Highland Council Climate Change Committee
Formally established  22 September    (see media release below)
Committee members
https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/20003/committee_information/1001/climate_change_committee/5
​​​​​​​Chair: Karl Rosie
Vice Chair: Kate Willis
(party affiliations added from 









https://www.highland.gov.uk/councillors/name )
Colin Aitken

SNP
Sarah Atkin

Highland Ind
John Bruce

Con
Biz Campbell

H Ind
Sarah Fanet

SNP
David Fraser

H Ind
John Grafton

Lib Dem
Patrick Logue

Con
Derek Louden

SNP
Ryan MacKintosh

Green
Pauline Munro

H Ind
Molly Nolan

Lib Dem
Karl Rosie

SNP
Kate Willis

Green
Political representation
https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/20003/committee_information/1001/climate_change_committee/4
 

     As shown on Highland Council website

correct figures
Scottish National Party (SNP) 


5


4
Highland Independent (HI)


4


4
Liberal Democrat (Lib Dem) 


3


2
Scottish Conservative and Unionist (Con) 
2


2
Scottish Green Party


      ignored


2
For some reason the two Green Party members, one of whom is the vice-chair, are ignored in the 'political representation' figures given on the council website.
Total number of Committee Members - 14

Media release  22 September
https://www.highland.gov.uk/news/article/14815/it_s_green_for_go_on_highland_council_s_new_climate_change_committee
Members at today’s (22 September 2022) meeting of Highland Council agreed to the terms of reference and the formal creation of a new Climate Change Committee.
The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 placed a legal duty on the Council to support national efforts to tackle climate change.  The Climate Change Committee will have a critical role in providing advice and guidance on the climate, ecological and environmental sustainability agenda.

It will also identify, support and champion climate and ecological progress across the Council, whilst providing an appropriate level of critical challenge for the organisation.
The Climate Change Committee was established at a meeting of Highland Council on 9 June this year and at that time Councillor Karl Rosie was chosen as Chair of the new committee, with Cllr Kate Willis taking on the position of vice-chair.  Speaking after today’s Highland Council meeting, Climate Change Committee Chair, Cllr Karl Rosie, said:
 “I am very proud to have been given the opportunity to chair Highland Council’s first Climate Change Committee.

“One of the key roles for this Committee is to ensure that climate change is placed at the very heart of everything we do. We will be required to consider and make recommendations to The Highland Council and/or any other appropriate strategic committee in relation to Climate change matters, including any proposed changes or developments to Highland Council policy & strategy, which is a very important role.”

He added: “Members of the Committee will have oversight on the net zero strategy, action plan and programme.”
The Climate Change Committee will also be expected to provide scrutiny on the following workstreams:

· built estate, energy/asset management

· social housing

· fleet and staff travel

· waste and the circular economy

· procurement and community wealth building

· planning, land use and environment

· capital programme

· net zero funding strategy.
The initial decision to establish a Climate Change Committee was taken in recognition of the strategic significance of the climate and ecological emergency on a Highland, national and international level.  Members of the Committee made suggestions on the development of the Committee’s remit at a recent workshop but today, (22 September 2022), Members of the Highland Council approved the terms of reference.

 

22 Sep 2022

